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\ Can free think it worth my while, or 
yours, (my good Brethren,) that I ſhould 


duly 
called according to' the Will of our Lord Chriſt, 
and the Order of this Excellent Church of Eng- 
III . 
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ſelf might well ſpare my own Labour, and 
your Patience, on this Subject; ſince all that 
kind of wholeſome Advice has been already ſo 
very ſufficiently, and ſo much better given you, 
in Arguments deduced out of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, and moſt fitly applied to this Purpoſe, by 
the venerable Compilers of our Public Liturgy, 
in the Forms appointed for the Ordering of 
Deacons and Prieſts. 

There, you know, this Work has been fo 
wiſely, and ſo fully, long ago, done to a Bi- 
ſhop's hands; there all the Parts of your weigh- 
ty Office are ſo judiciouſly laid before you; the 
high Dignity, and great Importance of it, to- 
wards the Salvation of Mankind, is ſo ſub- 
ſtantially urg'd ; the bleſſed Fruits, and ever- 
laſting Rewards of well-attending it, and the 
extreme Dangers of neglecting it, are ſo juſtly 
amplified ; the Neceflity of adorning your Doc- 
trine by an innocent, virtuous, and pious Life 
of your own, towards the rendring it efficacious 
on the Lives of others, is ſo pathetically in- 


forc'd ; that, I am confident, the very beſt 


Charge, a Biſhop could give to his Clergy, were 
to recommend ſeriouſly to all their Memories, 
as I now do moſt affectionately to yours, thoſe 


very ſame Queſtions and Anſwers, thoſe very 
fame Promiſes and Vows, as you ought to ef- 
| teem 
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teem them, where-with every one of you did 
moſt ſolemnly charge his Conſcience, at the 
time of your Admiſſion into Holy Orders. 

I profeſs, I cannot, nor, I believe, can the 
Wit of Man, invent any more proper Method 
of Inſtruction to Men in your Circumſtances, 
from a Man in mine, than to exhort you all to 


a continual Recollection of, and Meditation up- 


on, thoſe many and great Obligations, you then 
ſeemed voluntarily and cheerfully to lay on your- 
ſelves. 

Whence there could not but enſue (by Gop's 
Bleſſing,) a firm Reſolution in your Minds to 
endeavour the performance of them, and a Holy 
Perſeverance in thoſe Endeavours, and in Con- 
cluſion, the happy Effects of all on yourſelves, 


and the Flocks committed to you : That by 


thus meditating on theſe "Things, and giving your- 
ſelves wholly to them, your profiting may appear to 
all; and that by taking beed to ycur ſelves, and 
your Dottrines, and continuing in them, you may 
both ſave your ſelves, and thoſe that hear you. 
Wherefore ſeeing that, which elſe had been 
a Biſhop's proper Buſineſs in ſuch Meetings as 
this, I hope, is, or may be ſo eaſily ſhorten'd 
for me, by you yourſelves, by your having re- 
courſe to a Rule ſo well known, and ſo obvious 
to you, in a Book, which ought ſcarce ever to 

be 
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be out of your hands; I ſhall the rather, at this 
time, purpoſely omit the preſcribing you many 
Admonitions, touching the matter and ſub/iance 


of the Duties of your Sacred Fnnction. Inſtead 
of them, I ſhall only offer you ſome few fami- 
har Conſiderations, which may ſerve as fo ma- 
ny friendly and brotherly Advices, concerning, 
chiefly, the Manner and Way of performing 
fome of the principal Offices of your Mi- 
And, I truſt in GOD, that if theſe Advices 
ſhall be as carefully examin'd, and, if you find 
them uſeful, as induſtriouſly obſerved by you, 
as they are honeſtly intended by me, they may, 
in ſome fort, enable you to do laudably, and 
with Commendation, the ſame Things, which, 
J hope, you already do, without juſt Excep- 
tion. 

Only, in this place, let me premiſe once for 
all, that whatever Inſtructions I ſhall now give 
you, I intend them not only as Directions to 
you, but eſpecially to my ſelf. As indeed, in 
all Matters, that come under Deliberation, he 


ought to be eſteem'd no good Counſellor, who 


is very ready and eager in giving, but averſe 
from receiving the ſame Counſel, as far as it 
may be alſo proper for himſelf. | 


And 
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The firſt Advice I preſume to ſet before your 
view, ſhall relate to the Manner of doing your 
part, in all the ordinary Offices of the Public 
Liturgy. | 

As to that, it is my earneſt Requeſt, that you 
would take very much Care, and uſe extraor- 
dinary Intention of Mind, to perfect yourſelves 
in a true, juſt, ſenſible, accurate, becoming way 


of Reading, and adminiſtring them as you have 
occaſion. 


A Suggeſtion, which ſome perhaps, at firſt 
hearing, may think to be but of a flight and 
ordinary Concernment : Yet, if I am not much 
deceiv'd, it will be found of exceeding Mo- 
ment and Conſequence in its Practice; and of 
fingular Uſefulneſs towards the raiſing of De- 
votion in any Congregation piouſly inclined : 
When your weekly, or rather daily Labours of 
this kind ſhall be thus performed; I mean, not 
with a meer formal or artificial, but with ſuch 
a grave, unaffected Delivery of the Words, as 
(if the defect be not in ourſelves,) will, in- 
deed, naturally flow from a right and ſerious 
conſidering of their Senſe. 
3 pray therefore, take my Mind a-right in 
this particular. I do not only mean, that you 
ſhould be very punctual in reading the Common 
Prayer Book, as the Law requires; that is, not 
only 
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only to do it conſtantly, and entirely in each 
part, without any maiming, adding to, or al- 
tering of it, that ſo Supplications, Prayers, In- 
terceſſians, and giving of Thanks, may be made, 
by you, for all Men: For Kings, and for all 
that are in Authority ; that we may lead a quiet 
and peaceable Life in all Godlineſs and Honeſty. 
If you do not ſo, you are liable to a Legal 
Puniſhment and Cenſure. But my aim now 
is, not meerly to prevent that, or to provide 
only againſt your breaking the Law. What I 
intend is ſomething higher, and more excellent ; 
ſomething, that you cannot be puniſh'd for, 
tho' you do it not; but, if you ſhall do it in 
any reaſonable Perfection, it will redound to the 
unſpeakable Benefit of your Congregations. 

The purpoſe then of this my plain Motion to 
you is, in ſhort, to beſeech you all to employ 
much ſerious Pains, in practiſing the public and 
private Reading of all your Offices, as the Uſe 
of any of them ſhall occur, diſtinctly, gravely, 
affectionately, fervently; ſo as every where to 
give them all that Vigour, Life and Spirit, 
whereof they are capable: Which is 


as great as in any human Writings whatſoever ; 

if we be not wanting to them in the Repetition. 
The Truth is, whatever ſome may imagine 
to the contrary, ſuch a compleat and conſum- 
| mate 
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mate Faculty of reading the Cammom Prayer, 
uam nequeo monſirare, & ſentis tantum,"is of 
ſo great difficulty, as well as -uſe; that I am 
ſome place among our conſtant Studies; at 
leaſt in the firſt Initiation into our "Miniſtry, 
if not throughout the whole courſe of it. 
I could heartily wiſh, it were altogether 
matte: e.ms. to lay ſo much ſtreſs on this 
Advice as I do. Yet, I hope, I may do it 
without Offence ; fince it is not with deſign 
of cenſuring any particular Mens Failings or 
Deficiencics, but only for the public Good; 
that we may all ſtrive to attain not only to a 
Mediocrity, but to an Excellency in this kind: 
Which, in my ſmall Judgment, can neyer be 
neſs by itſelf, and aſſign it a ſpecial Place 
among our other, Eecleſiaſtical Studies. 

It cannot be denied, but the Church itſelf 
has provided for this with. all imaginable Cir- 
cumſpection; having ſolemnly enjoin'd every 
Clergyman, beſides the Times of his public 
Miniſtry, to read ſome very confiderable Parts 
of his Office, once a day, at leaſt, to himſelf, 
— ſhall wy uſed; w_ REED 
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| By which wiſe Injun&ion, tho', 96 doubt, 
the Church intended primarily to prodece and 
and increaſe, in the Minds of all its Miniſters, 
a frame of Spirit perpetually ſerious and de- 
vout: Yet, if that be alſo accompanied with 
a proportionable Regard to the Manner, as 
well as to the Matter of our Public Prayers, 
this other Advantage of well-reading, what 
is fo often to be read, will follow of conſe, 
and by neceſſary Conſequence. 92 

It ſeems indeed to me, that the very way 
of performing all the outward Acts of 'Reli- 
gion, has ſo wonderful an Influence towards 
obtaining the inward Effects of it, on our 
Hearts and Conſciences, that I cannot but 
think, we can never be too laborious.in pre- 

paring and exerciſing our Thoughts, and even 
our very Voices, in private, wth note 
vice of ſo great Importance. 

Tis true, we generally value and deem 
Preaching, as our great Privilege and Honour. 
And fo far we are in the right. But we are 
not ſo, if we look on the reading of Prayers 
only as our Task and Burthen ; and, as ſuch, 
ſhall be willing to get rid of it altogether, 
or to get thro' it in any undecent Manner, 
with ſuch Heavineſs or Precipitation, us, in 
any 
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any Aﬀairs of warldly Intereft, we would 
never be content with. 

A prepoſterous Cuſtom, which, if due Care 
be not taken, may be very prejudicial and 
miſchievous to our Church, by quenching the 
Spirit of Devotion in our own People, and 
giving occaſion to our Adverſaries to throw 
Scorn and Contempt on our otherwiſe incom- 
parable Liturgy. | 
Conſider, I pray you, How can we expect 
that others ſhould revere, or eſteem it accord- 
ing to its true worth, if we ourſelves will not 
keep | it ſo much in Countenance, as to afford 
it a fair Reading ? If we will not do it fo 
much common Juſtice as to contribute, as 
much as lies in our Power, that it may have 
an impartial Hearing, equal, at leaſt to any 
other Divine Ordinance? If we ſhall refuſe 
to lay as much weight on thoſe Devotions, 
which our whole Church has injoin'd us to 
pour out before the Throne of Grace, for the 
People, as we do on thoſe Diſcourſes, which 
we make, on our own Heads, to the People ? 

Wherefore, I ſay again, this very com- 
mendable Skill of devout and decent Reading 
the Holy Offices of the Church, is fo far from 
being a perfunctory or ſuperficial Work, a 


mean or vulgar Accompliſhment, or a ſubor- 
8 dinate 
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dinate lower Adminiſtration, only fit for 2 
Curate; that it deſerves to be placed among 
your Miniſterial Endowments of greater Su- 
periority and Præeminence; as being one of 
the moſt powerful Inſtryments of the Holy 
Spirit of GOD, to raiſe and command Mens 
Hearts and Affections: of the Holy true Spi- 
rit of GOD, I fay; which, tho in our in- 
ward Ejaculations, or private Supplications 
towards Heaven, it often helpeth our Infirmi- 
ties, and maketh Interceſſion for us with Groan- 
ings that cannot be uttered; Yet, in the pub- 
lic Worſhip, is moſt frequently pleaſed to 
operate by ſuch Words, and Sounds, as are 
expreſs d with the beſt Utterance. 

So that now, with a juſt Aſſurance, I may 
aſſert this to be a very proper Qualification of 
a Parochial Miniſter ; that he has attain'd to 
an habitual Faculty of ſetting forth the public 
Prayers to all their due Advantage, by pro- 
nouncing them leafurably, fitly, warmly, 
decently ; with ſuch an Authority in the 
Speaker, as is, in ſome degree, ſuitable to 
the Authority of what is ſpoken. 

Thus much I may fafely ſay, that the 
Reader of the Prayers, if he does his part, in 
the manner I have mention'd, by fuch a vi- 
gorous, effeQtual, fervent Delivery of the 

Words 
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Words and Conceptions, put into his Mouth 
by the Church itſelf, may give a new enliven- 
ing Breath, a new Soul, as it were, to every 
Prayer, every Petition in it : He may quicken 
and animate thoſe Confeffions, Interceſſions 
and Thankſgivings, which, when read coldly, 
and indifferently, with irreligious Careleſneſs, 
or ignorant Flatneſs, will ſeem to ſome to be 
but a dead Letter: He may make every Hymn, 
every Pſalm, every Leſſon, Epiſtle and Goſ- 
pel, to become well nigh a new Sermon; at 
leaſt he may give, to the old ſtanding Text 
of the Bible, a very good clear Expoſition, 
even by his very way of reading it to the 
Congregation. 

This, upon Experience, you will find to 
be apparently true. For if, as is uſually ob- 
ſerved by Men of Learning, in printed Books, 
the very accurate and critical pointing of the 
Copy is one of the beſt kinds of good new 
Commentaries on any old Author; how much 
more, in all the Offices of Devotion, would 
that, which conſiſts not only in good Point- 
ing, and obſerving all due Stops, but in ſo 
much more beſides, I mean a good, diſtinct, 
forcible, yet eafie, and unforced reading of 
every Prayer, and Portion of the Holy Scrip- 
a how much more would all this really 


ſerve 
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ſerve for a good new Paraphraſe and Illuſtra- 
tion of every Sentence in them | SET 

It is indeed almoſt incredible, how * 
another thing the daily morning and evening 
Prayers will appear; what new Figures and 
Beauties, and hidden Treaſures of ſacred Elo- 
quence, they will continually diſcover, when 
thus pronounc'd ; how much apter they will 
be to kindle in us, and our Auditors, all 
manner of Heavenly Affections, of Spiritual 
Grief, and Contrition, of Love and Gratitude, 
of Faith, Hope, and Charity, and Joy in the 
Holy Ghoſt ; when the Harmony of the 
Tongue ſhall be tuned, as it were, to the 
Harmony of the Matter ; when the Zeal of 
the Reader ſhall keep Company with his Voice; 
and his Voice ſhall be adapted to, and varied 
together with every Senſe and Expreſſion ; 
when by long Uſe, and Imitation of the beſt 
Maſters, or the beſt we can come at, we ſhall 
know familiarly how to give every Word and 
Sentence its due poiſe; where to lay a greater 
or ſmaller weight on every Clauſe, according 
to its natural or ſpiritual Force; where to be 
quicker or more vehement, where ſlower and 
more ſedate; how to obſerve equally all Pauſes 
and Diſtances; how to avoid Monotonies on 
the one hand, and immoderate Elevations and 
Depreſſions 
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Deprefſions on the other; Yet, where to uſe 
the ſame Tones, where to riſe or fall in the 
be throughly expert and vers d in practiſing 
theſe, and many more ſuch natural Decencies 
of Pronouncing; tho they may ſeem but light, 
and petty things, taken ſingly, and a- part, 
yet all together, in their full united Power, 
they will be found to have an admirable Con- 
currence towards the creating, augmenting, 
well-tempering, and well-governing of De- 

Had I time, it were eaſie to exemplify this, 
in every Office of our Church. Give me leave 
only to mention one Inſtance within the com- 


Tho I doubt not but many of you have met 
with ſeveral Examples of the like nature. 

It was immediately after the Happy Reſto- 
ration of King Charles the Second, when, to- 
gether with the Rights of the Crown, and the 
Engliſh Liberties, the Church, and the Li- 
turgy, were alſo newly reſtored ; that a noted 
Ringleader of Schiſm in the former times, 
was to be buried in one of the principal 
Churches of London. The Minifter of the 
Pariſh, being a wiſe and regular Conformiſt, 


and 
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ing it ſo often call d a /ow Rudiment,: a begs» 


Before the day appointed for the Funeral, he 
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and he was afterwards an eminent Biſhop in 
our Church, well knew how averſe the Friends 


and Relations of the Deceaſed had always 


been to the Common Prayer; which by hear- 


gerly Element, and. Carnal Ordinance, they 
were brought to contemn to that degree, that 
they ſhunned all occafions of r 


with it. 


Wherefore, in order to the 2 af 
their Friend, in ſome ſort, to their Satisfac- 
tion, yet ſo as not to betray his own Truſt, 
he uſed this honeſt Method to undeceive them. 


was. at the pains to learn the whole Office of 
Burial by Heart. And then, the time being 
come, there being a great Concourſe of Men 
of the ſame Phanatical Principles, when the 
Book, with a free Readineſs, and profound 
Gravity, and unaffected compoſure of Voice, 
Looks, and Geſtures, and a very powerful 
Emphaſis in every part; as indeed. his Talent 
was excellent that way; they were ſtrangely 
ſurpriſed and affected: Profeſſing, they had 
never heard a more ſuitable Exhortation, or a 
and moſt precious Men of their own Perſuaſion. 

But 


RNA 4 © bo 


* 


e Fen 0 UW ma err. 


9 public Worſhip of G OD, no- 
_ 


Diſcourſe to his Clergy. 17 
But they were afterwards much more ſur- 
priſed and confounded, when the fame Per- 
fon, who had officiated, affured the principal 
Men among them, that not one Period of all 
he had ſpoken was his own ; and convinc'd 
them' by ocular Demonſtration, how all was 


taken Word for Word out of the very Office 


ordained for that purpoſe, in the poor con- 
temptible Book of Common Prayer. | 
Whence he moſt reaſonably inferr'd, how 
much their ill-grounded Prejudice, and miſ- 
taken Zeal, had deluded them, that they 
ſhould admire the ſame Diſcourſe, when they 
thought it an unprepared, unpremeditated 
Rapture: which they would have abomina- 
ted, had they known it to be only a ſet Form 
preſcribed by Authority. 

And from the fame Obſervation, we alſo 
may as juſtly infer, that all the Coldneſs and 
Dullneſs, which too many, ſuch abuſed and 
wanton Spirits, haye complain'd they find in 
ſet Forms, is not really in the Forms them- 
ſelves; in ours it is far otherwiſe. If there 
be any colour for the Complaint, that can 
only proceed from a cold, flat, ſupine, inſipid 
manner of repeating them. 

Upon the whole Matter it is moſt certain, 


thing 
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thing can be more grave, or moving, more 
lofty, or Divine, either in the confeſſing, pe- 
titioning, or praifing part, than where the 
Thoughts and Expreſſions are ſtrictly weigh'd, 
and prudently reduced into ſtanding unalter- 
able Forms : Provided alfo, thoſe very Forms 
be not pronounced in a formal way ; but that 
they be aſſiſted, inflamed, inſpired, as I may 
ſay, with ſuch a preſent Ardour, and ſprightly 
Zeal in reading them, as will always make 
them ſeem to be extempore : Extempore, I 
mean, in the new, ready, vehement manner 
of their Pronunciation; but ſet Forms ſtill, in 
the ſolid Ripeneſs of the Senſe, and the dus 
Choice, and deliberate ordering of their Phraſes 
and Figures; Which are the peculiar Advan- 
tages of ſet Forms: And therefore, if ſpo- 
ken, they will, in all Reaſon, produce a far 
more real, unfeigned, and durable Devotion, 
than all other meer-extempore, raw, and in- 
digeſted Effuſions ought to pretend to. 

I ſhould crave your pardon, that I have 
dwelt fo long on this firſt Head of Advice. 
But it appear'd to me ſo very material, that I 
could not haſtily paſs it over: Eſpecially ſince 
what I have now faid on this Subject, may 
concern in common all your public Miniftra- 
tions, and is equally 2 not only to 
the 
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the well- performing the daily morning and 


evening Prayers throughout the Year, both 


of ordinary Days and Sundays, and extraordi- 
nary Faſts and Feſtivals ; but alſo to the Of- 
fices of Baptiſm, Matrimony, and the Holy 
Communion ; and indeed to every other part 
of our eſtabliſhed Liturgy : In all which, as 


the Reader officiates better or worſe, ſo moſt 


uſually is their Benefit and Efficacy more or 
leſs on the Minds of the Hearers. 
Nay, I will now make bold to go farther, 
to apply the Uſefulneſs of this Counſel, not 
only to the Praying Part, but alſo to another 
Part of your Office, I am next to conſider, 
which is that of Preaching. 
I am verily perſuaded, that the Sermons 
preached every Sunday in this one Kingdom, 
by the Church of England Clergy in this Age, 
are more excellent Compoſitions of that kind, 
than have been delivered, in the ſame ſpace 
of time, throughout the whole Chriſtian 
World beſides. 
Only let me take the Freedom to ſuggeſt, 
that perhaps it would add much, tho' not to 
the folid and ſubſtantial Part of ſuch Diſ- 
courſes, yet to their juſt Popularity, and 
more general Acceptance, and to the greater 
Edification of our Hearers, if we would uni- 
C 2 verſally 
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verſally addict ourſelves a little more to this 


Study of Pronunciation: By which Advan- 
tages alone of the Freedom, and Life of their 
Elocution, we know the Preachers of ſome 
other Nations do ſeem to reign and triumph 
in the Pulpit, whilſt their Sermons, as far 
as we can judge by thoſe we have of them in 
Print, are not comparable to the Engliſh. 

An Obſervation, which, methinks, may 
rouze our Preachers to out-do them in this 
kind of Perfection alſo: I mean, in a natu- 
ral, comely, modeſt, yet undaunted force of 
Pronunciation : Not ſuch as is full of over- 
Action, and mimical Geſticulations; which, 
though ſome Parties may admire for a time, 
and to ſerve a Turn, yet the ſerious Temper 
of our Nation will never long approve or ad-. 
mit of. But I intend ſuch a ſteady, compoſed, 
ſevere, decent, lively, and appoſite managing 
your Voices and Geſtures in the Pulpit, as is 
beſt accommodated to the Gravity and Soli- 
dity of the Engliſh Genius, and is alſo agree- 
able, as much as may be, to the Simplicity, 
Power, and Height of the Meſſage you bring 
from Heaven. 

The next great Duty then of your Prieſtly 
Office, which comes in our way, being that 
of Preaching, I hall begin with. one ſhort 
| Admo- 
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Admonition, which, I confeſs, I am almoſt 
aſhamed to give ; and yet it may be very ex- 
pedient, that it ſhould be given ; not, I de- 
Clare, as a Correction to any of you here pre- 
ſent, for any thing paſt, but only in regard 
to the future, and for the ſake of thoſe who 
as yet are leſs experienced Preachers, and 
young timorous Beginners. 

The Caution, in plain Terms, is this, that 
every Perſon, who undertakes this great Em- 
ployment, ſhould make it a matter of Reli- 
gion and Conſcience, to preach nothing but 
what is the product of his own Study, and 
of his own Compoſing. 

I would not be miſtaken, as if I ſhould 
hereby condemn the Reading of the Homi- 
lies; which were compoſed by the Wiſdom 
and Piety of former Times, and have been 
ever fince allowed, nay recommended, by our 
Church, in ſome Places, and upon ſome Neceſ- 
ſities to be uſed. I am fo far from doing fo, 
that I rather wiſh from my Heart we were fur- 
niſh'd with a larger Stock of ſuch learned, plain, 
and orthodox Diſcourſes, 

There can be no manner of hurt, nay there 


is very great reaſon, that, upon ſome urgent 


Occafions, a Preacher ſhould have liberty to take 
ſomething out of that public Treaſury, which 


was 
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was laid up for that end, and has the Stump of 
Authority upon it to make it current. My Pur- 
poſe is only to diſſuade you from all unjuſt Ra- 
pine of this kind, from all- under-hand dealing 
with the private Stores of particular Perſons. 
As to that, I dare avouch, it is far better and 
more adviſable, even for the raweſt Practiſet, to 
exhibit but very mean Things of his own, at 
firſt, than to flouriſh it in the beſt of other 
Mens Senſe and Oratory. For he, who does 
never ſo ordinarily at firſt, provided it be from 
himſelf, may, and will do better, and better in 
time, by GOD's Aſſiſtance, thro' fervent Pray- 
er, and indefatigable Attention to reading, and 
hearing, and pracuſing to preach. Whereas 
this ſordid borrowing, this ſhameful, I had al- 
moſt faid, ſacrilegious purloining from other 
Mens Labours, is an utter irreconcilable Enemy 
to all manner of Growth and Improvement in 
Divine Learning, or Eloquence. 

I will not now infiſt on the meanneſs of Spirit, 
and perpetual fear, that muſt attend the Con- 
ſciouſneſs of this Guilt, left it ſhould be, ſome 
time or other, diſcover'd ; or on the ſhame and 
contempt that often happens to ſuch Pilferers 
upon the Diſcovery. But beſides all this, in 
Truth, when once Men have indulged them- 
ſelves in this eaſic, but deſpicable and ſhuffling 

Com- 
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Commerce, they ſeldom or never give it over; 
nay, at laſt, they can very hardly give it over 
if they would. 

Thence will ſucceed ſuch a viſible decay of 
Parts, fuch a neglect of all ſerious Studies, ſuch 
a deſuetude, and unaptneſs for regular thinking, 
ſuch Emptineſs of Invention and Memory, ſuch 
pony re Underſtanding 
and Judgment; that they, who at firſt made 
bold with others Sermons, perhaps meerly out 
of Idleneſs, will at length be forced to do it out 
of Neceſſity. It will unavoidably happen to this 
kind of Thieves, as moſt commonly it does to 
all others; they ſteal ſo long in their Youth, 
and Strength of Age, becauſe they will not 
work, that in their old Age, they are compell'd 
to ſteal on, becauſe they cannot work. 

But enough, or too much of this. I know 
to whom I ſpeak ; to thoſe, who, for ought I 
could ever obſerve, or hear, do not only 
Preach, but themſelves compoſe what they 
Preach. Yet I thought it became me to give 
this Intimation, ſeeing, in my own ſmall Ex- 
perience, I have been forced to deny Orders to 
ſome Perſons, becauſe I found them peccant 
in this very Crime. I was at firſt exceedingly 
amazed to hear them produce moſt excellent 
— . fond ther Gifs of Nanees 

and 
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and Abilities of Learning, and Knowledge, were 
far from being paſſable. / But my Wonder was 
ſoon over, when I manifeſtly diſcover d, that 
nothing but their Ignorance was their own, 
their Sermons belonging of right to their Bet- 


ters. 
Now then, my Brethren, that we may come 


into the Way again, after this unwelcome Di- 
greſſion, in making our Sermons, great regard 
ought to be had to the Words, and to the Mat- 
ter; great to both, tho' not equally great to 
both. 

Your Words and Style ſhould be ſimple, 
expreſſive, weighty, authoritative : And there- 
fore, tho' not without ſome true Art, yet not - 
very artificial ; and rather void of all Ornament, 
than over-adorn'd ; but as much Scriptural as 
may be without Affectation; and as eaſie, fa- 
miliar, and intelligible as poſſible. And Perſpi- 
cuity is always poſſible. Nay it is almoſt im- 
poſſible, that ones Words ſhould not be perſpi- 
cuous, when his Thoughts are clear, and un- 
troubled, and the Thing to be ſpoken of is 
throughly underſtood. When the Matter is well 
invented, digeſted, and ordered in the Mind, it 
very rarely happens, but the fitteſt and moſt | 
expreſſive Words will occur to the Fancy and 
Tongue of the Speaker. Verba non invita ſeguentur. 
Next, 
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Next, fince your Matter muſt, of courſe, 
be either Doctrinal or Practical; where it ſhall 
de meerly Doctrinal, there it may ſuffice for 
your common Auditories, and, in good Truth, 
for all other, from the loweſt to the very high- 
+ eſt, that it be plain, ſound, ſubſtantial, ancient, 
catholic ; ſeldom or never curiouſly drawn out 
into the fine Threads of Diſpute and Speculation, 
or, as the Apoſtle terms them, Oppoſitions of 
It were indeed much to be wiſhed, that 
the agitating of all manner of Controverſies 
could be utterly excluded from the great Work 
of faving Souls, which is your ſpecial Work. 
Yet, becauſe in times ſo degenerate from the 
Primitive Purity, and in this militant State of 
the Chriſtian Church, it cannot be expected, 
that you ſhould teach aptly, or. oppoſe Schiſm 
and Herefie ſolidly, without touching ſome- 
times, and entering upon ſome Walks of Con- 
troverſies; certainly the beſt way, in theſe in- 
evitable Cafes, is never to meddle with ſuch 
obſcure Subtilties, out of Spiritual Pride 5 
Oſtentation, but meerly out of Neceſſity; and 
then only with the moſt neceſſary Parts of 
them; and then alſo that you be ever ſure to 
keep cloſe to the Form of ſound Words uſed in 
the Church, and to contain yourſelves within 
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the known Bounds of Seripture Determinations, 
in every controverted Point, to deliver the Faith 
to your People, as it was once delivered to the 
Saints. , 

As little a Lover then as I am of Controver- 
ſial Divinity in the Pulpit, yet I cannot be 
faithful to you, or to our Mother the Church 
of England, if I do not recommend two ſorts 
of it to be ſeriouſly ſtudied by you: But I muſt 
ſtill ſay, rather to be ſtudied than preach'd ; 
tho' preach'd too upon reaſonable Occafions. 

The firſt kind is that of the Controverſies 
between us and the Church of Rome. For we 
are not yet ſo exempt from Fear on that Quar- 
ter, that we ſhould ſecurely lay aſide, and ſuffer 
to ruſt on the Walls, thoſe very Arms, which, 
to the immortal praiſe of the Parochial Clergy, 
were ſo ſucceſsfully managed by them, during 
the laſt great Criſis of danger from the Popiſh 
Intereſt. 

I the rather mention theſe, becauſe they are 
ſtill almoſt in every Mans hands ; and perhaps 
a judicious ſum, and full Epitome, collected 
out of them all, would be as uſeful a Body of 
Controverſies on thoſe Queſtions, as any is yet 
Wherefore, that you may preſerve your own, 
and the Sduls under your Care, from Infection, 


and 
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and de able to convince Gainſayers, I exhort 
you all, according to your ſeveral Stations and 
Opportunities, to be ftill converſant and pre- 
pared in thoſe very fame Arguments againſt the 
Papiſts : Yet, let me ſay alſo, not only now in 

For there is another ſort of Controverſies, or 
rather blaſphemous Doctrines, revivd in this 
Age, and which ſeem, indeed, to be the moſt 
cheriſh'd and darling Tenets of the looſe and 
Antichriftian part of the Age; I mean thoſe 
execrable Opinions againſt the Incarnation and 
Eternal Godhead of our Saviour, the Satisfac- 
tion of his Meritorious Sufferings, and Death, 
and the very. Being of the Ever-blefſed Trinity: 
Which being all of them the peculiar diſtin- 
guiſhing Foundations of Chriſtianity, whatever 
they, who ſo directly oppoſe them, may at firſt 
pretend, yet they cannot but really tend to the 
Deſtruction of the Primitive Faith in Chriſt, 
and the Introduction of another Religion, new, 
and therefore abominable. 

Wherefore, to maintain no leſs than the 
main Fundamental Points of our pure and Un- 
defiled Religion, you are now molt zealouſly to 
apply your Thoughts to the ſerious Study of 
thoſe Divine Myſteries. Yet, if you pleaſe to 
take my Judgment, after you ſhall be never fo 
D 2 well 
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well furniſh'd with Weapons defenſive, or of- 
fenſive, of this nature, you ſhould very rarely 
brandiſh, or ſo much as ſhew them in your 
ordinary Pulpits; never but when you cannot 
avoid it without betraying, or deſerting the 
Orthodox Truth. And whenever you ſhall pro- 
duce any of them in ſuch Auditories, even then, 
it were beſt done in a calm, poſitive, and di- 
dactical, rather than in a ſharp, wrangling, or 
contentious way, But always take along with 
you, what I ſaid before, to wade no farther in 
them, in your popular Sermons, than as the 
Scripture Light primitively expounded ſhall 
plainly lead you. 

This may ſuffice, at preſent, touching the 
doctrinal and ſpeculative part of your Preach- 
ing. As to the other, which is the Practical, 
in that I need not forewarn you to proceed with 
ſuch reſerve, or reſtraint. In the greateſt abun- 
dance of that, if managed with any tolerable 
Prudence, there can hardly be any manner of 
exceſs. Moſt aſſuredly the leſs controverſial, 


and the more practical your Pulpit Diſcourſes 
are, the better they muſt be, and the more pro- 
fitable. 

Now, my dear Brethren, the Subject of this 
part of your Sermons, being, as you cannot 
but know, ſo comprehenſive and vaſt, as to 

| take 
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take in the whole compaſs of all our Spiritual 


and Moral Duties; I ſay of Moral alſo; for, 


let none be deceived, Moral Preaching is of 
marvellous uſe wherever it is ſubſervient to the 
inſpired Doctrines of Chriſtianity, and does not 
ſtrive to juſtle that, which is its Principal, quite 
out of the Pulpit: But, I ſay, the Matter of 
your practical Preaching being in itſelf ſo large, 
as to extend to all the Precepts and Promiſes, 
both of the Law, and the Goſpel ; to all the 
Temptations and Corruptions of the World, 
the Fleſh, and the Devil; whereof the one 
ought to be the eternal Argument of your Ex- 
hortations, the other of your Reproofs and Ad- 


monitions : Here it is eſpecially, that I would 


beſeech you all, with a Brotherly Tenderneſs, 
and oblige you, with a Fatherly Authority, to 
lay out the whole ſtreſs, and bent of your Souls, 
to draw all your Studies, all your Learning, 
Human or Divine, all your Eloquence, all your 
Affections, all your Zeal this way: This be- 
ing the great Work you have choſen for the 
Buſineſs of your whole Lives, and for which 
we all were ſo peculiarly dedicated to the Ser- 
vice of GOD, and his Church: And let me 


add, this being the great Purpoſe, for which 


all Scripture ſeems to have been given by Inſpi- 
ration of G O D; that it may be profitable for 
Doctrine, 
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Dottrine, for Reproof, for Correttion : There is 
the chief end of all the Doctrines you are to 
teach. But what follows? for Infirut#ion in 
Regbteouſneſs; that the Man of GOD may be 
perfect, throughly furniſhed to every good Wark. 
There is the great Deſign of all the Practice you 
are to inforce. 

I have diſpatched what I thought proper now 
to fay on this Head of Preaching, unleſs you 
will ſuffer me to name one very obvious Cau- 
tion ; which yet I cannot think to be ever the 
leſs neceſſary, for being fo very obvious. 

The Caution is, that in all your Sermons, 
where you have Occafion to praiſe any Virtue, 
or diſpraiſe any Vice ; in all your Commenda- 


what is bad; you would always ſeparate the 
good Perſon from the good Thing, and always 
diſtinguiſh the Sinner from the Sin : That is, 
That you would never put any one Virtue, ne- 
ver any one Vice, you are to deal with in the 
Pulpit, into the Habit or Countenance of any 
one Member of your Congregations, ſo that 
they may be known thereby: In a word, that 
you would utterly ſhun, and abhor all Perſonal 
Flatteries of the Good; and all Perſonal Re- 
flections on the Wicked. 


As 


tions of what is good, or Diſcommendations of 
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Flattery, I 4. only mention it here. That 
is ſeldom thought — of ſuch plain Coun- 
try Congregations, as yours generally are: 
Twere well, if it were as much excluded out 
of all other Religious Aſſemblies of better Qua- 
It is indeed great pity, that ſuch gloſing and 
deceitful Language ſhould at laſt, in any mea- 
are, take Sanctuary in the Church; when it 
had been ſo long, in all Ages, by common 
Conſent of wiſe and good Men, judg'd fit to 
be baniſh'd out of all other well conſtituted So- 
cieties. Has it not been always found, by Ex- 
perience, that a flattering Tongue is ſo far from 
increaſing the Virtues of the Good, and the 
Great, that it rather ſerves to deprave the real 
Worth they might have before? So that, as 
the Pſalmiſt ſays, the Men who flatter with their 
Tongue, have not only no Faithfulneſs in their 
Mouth, but their Throat is an open Sepulchre. 
But, above all, it is moſt unbecoming the Pul- 
pit; where Men would ſeem to ſpeak as from 
GOD, and with Authority, which nothing can 
more debaſe or proſtitute than Flattery. 
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As to the other Exceſs, that of ſecret Re- 
flections, and malicious Infinuations againſt, or 
open Defamations of Perſons, I would abſo- 
lutely 
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lutely diſſuade you from the very Shadow, and 
Suſpicion of it. I would intreat you all, in zbe 
Bowels of our Lord Chriſt, that you would never, 
on any Occaſion, or Accident, not even on the 
greateſt Provocation, do that Affront to the 
Honour and Modeſty of the Pulpit, as to make 
it a Place for any Rudeneſs, or Scurrility what- 
ſoever. Surely nothing can be more diſgrace- 
ful to the Reputation of your Profeſſion, or 
more deſtructive to Edification, or more unbe- 
ſeeming the Gravity and Charity of a Church of 
England Divine, than to make an Ordinance ſo 
facred, and the Word of GOD handled in it, 
become inſtrumental to your own private Paſ- 
fions, Animoſities, or Revenges 
I am now arrived at the next great Duty of 
your Holy Office, which is that of Catechiſing; 
not ſo much to recommend- to you the Duty 
itſelf; tho' I might do that moſt earneſtly and 
vehemently, and with ſome kind of Epiſcopal 
Expoſtulation and Reprehenſion, if any where 
it ſhould be totally neglected. But that I would 
not here ſo much as ſuppoſe. 
I cannot doubt but we are all of one Mind, 
touching the inexpreſſible Advantages of this 
Ordinance in general ; we eſpecially who have 
lived in theſe Times. We cannot but be abun- 
dantly convinced of it by a woeful and dear 
bought 
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bought Experience : Since it is evjdent, that the 
far greater part of the monſtrous Looſeneſs of 
Opinions, and profane Enormity of Manners, 
which overwhelm'd the whole face of the laſt 
Age, and has too much deſcended on this, did 
remarkably proceed from the notorious defect, 
or univerſal Omiſſion of Orthodox Catechiſing, 
during the Calamities and Confufions of the 
great Rebellion. 

| Wherefore, touching the imminent Neceſſity 
of reſtoring, or, I may well hope rather, a- 
mong you, of continuing this firſt part of Chriſ- 
tian Diſcipline, I make ſure account we are all 
agreed. Ky” 

The only Thing, to be debated, is the Man- 
ner, how this Holy Exerciſe may be ſo put in 
uſe, that the bleſſed Ends, which, I am aſſured, 
we all aim at alike, may be attained. 
Without all Controverſy then, the firſt Prac- 
tice of your regular Catechiſing, in all your 
Churches, ought to be in the very ſame Order, 
and on the ſame Materials, which the Church 
Catechiſm has traced out, and the Law hes is- 
join'd. 3 
I would therefore deſire you all to begin, or 
rather encourage you to go on, plainly and li- 
terally in that way, with a ſtrict Confinement 


of _w Catechumens, as they may be called, 
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eſt Words, and cleareſt to the Purpoſe. Theſe 


to repeat often, and perfectly without Book, 
together with each Article, and ſhould begin 
to let them underſtand, by a very brief Ex- 
poſition, how evidently each Scripture proves 
each Article. 

Then, by degrees, after they ſhall be made 
intimately acquainted with. that firſt Sett of 
Texts, you may more ſecurely add other 
Quotations out of the Bible, ſomewhat lar- 
ger, but ſtill tending to the ſame Purpoſe ; 
and when you have explain'd them, in the 
like manner, but more copiouſly, you may 
cauſe thoſe alſo to be leatnt as exactly, and 
repeated as readily as the former. And the 
ſame Courſe you may begin, and go through 
with again, ſtill adding more Texts, and more 
diſtinctly dividing the Parts, and Members of 
the ſeveral Articles, as often as you ſhall find 
it practicable, or convenient. 


Thus, whilſt you do not over-burden ten- 


der Minds, but ſoftly inſtill theſe Inſtructions 
into them, Drop after Drop, the Children, 
you have undertaken in this way, ſo very 
little out of the common Rode, and many 
alſo of riper Years, who ſhall be preſent, and 


attentive, will, beyond their own, and even. 
E 2 your 


Tents you ſhould induce your young Diſciples 
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your firſt Expectation, come to have treaſured 
up, almoſt unawares, in their Minds, a little 
Body, as it were, of Orthodox Divinity : 
which cannot but be all Orthodox, all Pri- 
mitive, as being, without mixture, purely col- 
lected out of the Holy Scriptures. 

With the Scriptures, by this means, their 
Memories will unperceiveably be filled ; yet 
not ſo as only to fit them to cant with unſea- 
ſonably, in common Diſcourſe, but fo as to 
inſtru& or confirm their Judgments, and teach 
them to apply properly, what they ſhall there 
read, 1 
or practical Duty. 

In this great Article of Catechiſing, I would 
offer one honeſt Direction more. It is, that 
you ſhould not ſo much aim in it at the length 
of the Exerciſe, or at the perpetual changing 
of your Thoughts and Expreſſions, as at the 
ſound Bottom, on which you build your Diſ- 
courſe, and the ſolid, unmoveable Ground of 
each Doctrine, whereon you fix your Expla- 
nations; tho your Performance each time be 
the ſhorter, ſo it be not unreaſonably ſhort, 
and tho' your Words, and Phraſes, may hap- 


pen frequently to be the ſame, and repeated 
more than once. 


In 
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In truth, I would, if I durſt, offer ſome 
ſuch Advice alſo as to your Preaching. But I 
know the common Vogue is againſt my real 
Opinion in this Matter. And therefore I muſt 
handle this point the more tenderly. 

It 1s indeed a very great Burden, that the 
Humour of the People, and our own too, 
in ſome meaſure, has laid on our Profeſſion: 
Such as, I think, no other Calling, or Way 
of Life, were ever willing to lay on them- 
ſelves; no, nor any other Nation, that I know 
of, has exacted in ſo high a degree, from 
their Clergy ; that you ſhould twice or once 
a week, at leaſt, always preſent your Audito- 
ries with new Sermons; and thoſe alſo to be 
compoſed with the Care and Accuracy, al- 
moſt of Elaborate, and Complete Treatiſes. 

. Whereas I am fure, in the buſineſs of Ca- 
techiſing, and moſt probably, the fame will 
be found true in Preaching alſo, that a found, 
ſubſtantial, well- collected, and well-woven 
Proviſion, of Plain, Inſtructive, Godly, and 
Devout Diſcourſes, altered, and increaſed, ac- 
cording to the Teachers growing Abilities, 
and uſed over, and over, tho' in the ſame 
Deſks, or Pulpits, would be more edifying, 
and fink deeper into the Minds, and Conſci- 
ences of the Hearers, than all the greateſt 
Affluence, 
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Affluence, and Redundance of new Wotds, 
and Phraſes multiply d, or interchanged, which 
e ee 
er can deviſe. 

I have known ſome very learned and pious 
Men, and excellent Preachers, and zealous 
Lovers of our Church, and Country; whoſe 
Welfare and Proſperity they wiſely judg'd to 
be inſeparably join'd : I fay I have known theſe 
Perſons affectionately declare their Wiſhes 
that ſome ſuch Order, as this I ſhall ſubjoin, 
were obſerved by the greateſt part, if nat by 
all our Parochial Miniſters. 

That, on the very entering into their Mi- 
niſtry, or at any time afterwards, if they have 
not done it before, they would ſet themſelves 
to draw out the general Lineaments, and lar- 
ger Members of a whole Years, or perhaps a 
two Years Courſe of Catechiſms, and Ser- 
mons : following therein the annual Method 
of our Churches Devotions, or any other 
Scheme they ſhall approve, and form to them- 
ſelves; provided it comprizes all the main 
Points of Chriſtian Doctrine, and Practice. 

That on this Stock they ſhould ſet up; 
and, in the firſt, and ſecond Year, begin to 
ill up the void Spaces, and lay the firſt Co- 


Tours, towards the finiſhing, as well as their 
Suffi- 


Sufficiency will then allow ; ſtill collecting, 
and conveying all the Streams of their uſeful 
Reading and Learning into thoſe common 
Receptacles and Channels; and fo fi 
Preaching them on, as the Year turns round. 

That ever after, in the whole Progreſs of 
their Miniſtry, they ſhould ſtill be adding to, 
or cutting off from, or poliſhing thoſe firſt 
imperfet Idas; altering the Method, and 
Shape of the whole, if needful; inforcing, or 
increafing the Arguments, Illuſtrations, and 
Amplifications, if Wanting ; inſerting new 
Doctrines before unobſerved, making new 
practical Inferences before untouched, as their 
Judgments, or Light, or Experience thall im- 
prove ; but eſpecially, (till drawing more, and 
more, over all a new and beautiful Skin, and 
the lovely Features of Scripture Language: 
And then, without Scruple, or Diſguiſe, ſhould 
preach them again, and again, fo corrected, 
augmented, and in ſome part renewed. | 

And I have heard thefe very wiſe Perſons, 
ſome of them moſt excellent Fathers of our 
Church, often conclude, that, by this, or ſome 
ſuch Method, any Preacher, tho' of no ex- 
traordinary bright Endowments at firſt, yet 
of an honeſt Mind, clear Senſe, unwearied 
—— and. judicious Learning, would, in 


proceſs 
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proceſs of time, in all likelihood, have by 
him in ſtore, a complete, domeſtic, Courſe 
of ſound, well-compacted, affecting Sermons; 
that, by GOD's Bleſſing, might with the juſt 
Advantages of Delivery, be of far greater uſe 
to his Conſcientious 2 than all that 
pompous Novelty, and counterfeit We 
which ſome others may boaſt of. 

I fay counterfeit Variety. For ſo indeed it 
is often, upon tryal, found to be. And now 
I have faithfully told you the Opinion of thoſe 
Great Men, I will preſume, under fo fafe a 
Shelter, to diſcloſe my own Thoughts in this 
Buſineſs ; yet ſtill with all deference, and can- 
dour towards any, who may differ from me 
in this Particular. 

We have lived in an Age, when the two 
Gifts, as they are wont to be call'd, of Ex- 
tempore Praying, and Extempore Preaching, 
have been more pretended to, and magnified, 
than, I believe, they ever were before, or, I 
hope, ever will be again, in this Church and 
Nation. Yet, for all I could ever learn, or 
obſerve, the moſt ſudden Readineſs, and moſt 
profuſe Exuberancy, in either of theſe Ways, 
has been only Extempore in Shew and Ap- 
pearance, and very frequently but a cunning- 
ly-diſſembled Change of the very ſame Mat- 


ter, 
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ter, and Words often repeated, tho' not in 
the ſame order. 
As to that of Extempore Praying, which 
therefore too many miſtake for Praying by 
the Spirit; it is manifeſt,. that the moſt ex- 
erciſed, and moſt redundant Faculty, in that 
kind, is, in reality, only Praying by the Fan- 
cy, or the Memory, not by the Spirit. They 
do but vary, and remove the Scripture Style, 
and Language, or their own, into as many 
Places, and Shapes, and Figures, as they can. 
And tho' they have acquired never fo plenti- 
ful a Stock of them, yet ſtill the ſame Phra- 
ſes, and Expreſſions, do fo often come about 
again, that the Diſguiſe may quickly be ſeen 
through, by any attentive and intelligent Hear= 
er. So that, in plain terms, they who think 
themſelves moſt ſkilful in this Art, do really, 
all the while, only pray in ſet Forms diſor- 
derly ſet, and never ranged into a certain Me- 
thod, For which Cauſe, tho they may not 
ſeem to be ſet Forms to their deluded Audi- 
tors, yet they are ſo in themſelves; and the 
very Perſons who uſe them moſt variouſly, 
and moſt artificially, cannot but know them 
to be ſo. | 

This, my. Brethren, 3 


Myſtery of the ſo much boaſted Power of Ex- 
* tempore 


41 
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tempore Praying And why may not the like 
be affirm d, in great meaſure, of Extempore 
Preaching, which has ſo near an Affinity with 
the other? Is not this alſo, at the Bottom, 
only a mere crafty Management of the ſame 
Phraſes and Obſervations, the ſame Doctrines, 
and Applications, which they had before pro- 
vided, and compoſed, and reſerved in their 
Memories ? 

Do but hear the moſt voluble Mafters in 
this way, once or twice, or perhaps oftner, as 
far as their Changes ſhall reach, and at firſt, 
no doubt, you will be inclined to wonder at 
the ſtrange Agility of their Imaginations, and 
Compaſs of their Inventions, and Nimbleneſs 
of their Utterance. But if you ſhall attend 
them calmly, and conſtantly, the Vizour will 
be quickly pull'd off, tho' they manage it ne- 
ver ſo dextrouſly : You will-at laſt find, they 
only walk forward, and backward, and round 
about: One, it may be, in a larger Laby- 
rinth than another; but in a Labyrinth ftill ; 
through the ſame Turnings and Windings 
again, and again, for the moſt part, guided 
by the ſame clue. oh 

The Explanations, perhaps, of their Texts, 
the Connexions, and Tranfitions of the Parts, 
and ſome ſudden Glofles, and Deſcants, and 

Flights 
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Flights of Fancy, may ſeem new to you. But 
the material Points of Doctrine, and the com- 
mon Places, to which, upon any Loſs, or Ne- 
ceflity, they have recourſe, theſe they frequently 
repeat, and apply, to ſeveral Subjects, with very 
little Alterations in the Subſtance, oftentimes 
not in the Words. Theſe are the conſtant Paths, 
which they ſcruple not to walk over, and over 
again, till, if you follow them very cloſe, you 
may perceive, amidft all their Extempore Pre- 
tenfions, they often tread in the fame Rounds 
till they have trodden them bare enough. 

But, GOD be thanked, the Church of Eng- 
land neither requires, nor ſtands in need of any 
ſach raptural (if I may ſo call it) or Enthu- 
ſtaſtical Spirit of Preaching. Here the more 
adviſed, and modeſt, the more deliberate and 
prepared the Preacher is, the better he is fur- 
niſhed, by GOD's Grace, to deliver effectually 
our Churches ſolid Senſe, its fixed Precepts, 
its unalterable Doctrines. Our Church pretends 
not to enter into Mens Judgments, meerly by 
the Aﬀections; much leſs by the Paſſions to 
overthrow their Judgments. The Door, which 
that ſtrives firſt to open, is of the Underſtand- 
ing, and Conſcience : It is content, if by them, 
a Paſſage ſhall be made into the Affections. 


F 2 I have - 
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I have detain'd you the longer on this Argu- 
ment, becauſe I am perfectly convinced, that 
although one, or two Preachers in an Age, or 
perhaps ſome few more, Men of extraordinary 
Parts, Aſſurance of Mind, and Volubility of 
Tongue, may, by long uſe, make a remarkable 
Blaze, for a time, in this ſudden, unſtudied 
Way : Yet, if it ſhould ever become the ge- 
neral Cuſtom of the whole Engliſh Clergy, it 
would produce little more than Ignorance and 
Confidence in many of our Preachers, and tempt 
many of the Laity, who preſume themſelves to 
be equally gifted, to think they had an equal 
Right to the Miniſtry. 

But what need I fay any more of this Mat- 
ter ? It is confeſs'd on all hands, that if an Ex- 
tempore kind of Preaching had been univerſally 
put in uſe among us, from the beginning of our 
Reformation, the whole Church of Chriſt had 
been much impoveriſhed thereby, had been de- 
prived of the beſt Treafury of Sermons, that 
ever it was inrich'd with, fince the Apoſtles, 
and their Succeffors, and the primitive Fathers 
Times. 


There is ſtill behind one ſolemn Duty more, 
belonging to all of us, wherein I would will- 
ingly ſuggeſt one ſerious Word of Counſel : 


And 


1 
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And it concerns the Office of Viſiting the Sick. 
I would not doubt, but herein you generally do 
your Parts, diligently, piouſly, and prudently. 
But there are ſome Things in this, as well as 
in the others before-mentioned, . touching the 
Manner of doing it, whereof the Obſervation 
may be of a peculiar and fignal Benefit to your- 
ſelves, as well as to your Spiritual Patients. 

If you pleaſe to conſult the Rubricks re- 
lating to this Office, you will find, you are 
more left to your own Liberty in this, than, 
I think, in any of the reſt. For this Duty of 
Friendſhip, and Charity, being ſuppoſed to be 
more in private, the Rule itſelf in the Liturgy 
ſeems to give way to, nay to direct ſome occa- 
fional Admonitions, and Exhortations, to which 
I do not remember, it. does equally impower 
you in any of the reſt, out of the Pulpit. 
Wherefore, to prepare your Thoughts, and 
to repleniſh your Minds throughly for this 
Work not only 'of Miniſterial Duty, but of 
Compaſſion, and Brotherly Love, you ſhall not 
only do well to furniſh your Memories, with a 


plentiful Store of pious, moving, affectionate 


Expreſſions, out of the Book of Pſalms, and 
other practical and devotional Parts of the Holy 
Scriptures, firſt; and, next to them, out of 
our own Liturgy; and all theſe to be caſually 

uſed, 
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uſed, as ſhall be moſt proper : But principally 
I would perſuade you, to have ſome good, 
ſound Body of Caſuiſtical Divinity, of your own 
ſtudying I mean, to be always at hand, that is, 
in your Hearts, as well as Heads. | 

You can ſcarce imagine, unleſs you have 
try'd it, as, I hope, ſome of you have, of what 
unſpeakable Uſe this Divine Science of Caſes 
of Conſcience will be to you upon any ſudden, 
unforeſeen Emergency in ſuch Ghoſtly Viſits. 

Indeed the being a ſound, and well-expe- 
rienced Caſuiſt is alſo a moſt excellent Qualifi- 
cation, towards all the other Ends of your Mi- 
niſterial Office; there being no kind of Skill, 
or Proficiency in all your Theological Studies, 
that more becomes a Divine of the Church of 
England; whoſe higheſt Spiritual Art is to 
ſpeak directly from his own Conſcience to the 
Conſciences of thoſe under his Paſtoral Care: 
and this at all times; but moſt eſpecially when 
they are on their Sick-Beds : When Mens Con- 
ſciences are uſually moſt awakened, moſt ma- 
nagable, moſt truly tender, and capable of the 
beſt Impreſſions. 

So that I fay it again, and can never ſay it 
too often, one of the moſt neceſſary Provifions, 
and Inſtruments of your ſacred Armory, which 
you are always to carry about with you, in your 
own 
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own Souls, ( for there it is beſt lodged ; thence 
it will be drawn forth, on all Occaſions, with 
the quickeſt Expedition,) is ſuch a firm Senſe, 
and general Scheme of the primitive, uncorrupt, 
practical, Caſuiſtical Divinity : Such as, on the 
one ſide, is purged from the Spiritual Crafts, 
and Equivocations of the Jeſuits, and, on the 
other, is freed from the Narrowneſs and Sour- 
neſs of Enthuſiaſm. 

I told you even now, it highly concern'd 
you all to be well ſtock d with plenty of good 
Matter for preſent Uſe, in the Viſitation of the 
Sick ; and that for your own Sakes as much as 
theirs. And, in truth, ſo it is. A Clergyman 
can, no way better, have his own Affections, 
and Paſſions regulated, tempered, ſoften'd, mor- 
tified, ſanctified, than by frequently performing 
this Office in a right Godly manner. 

By thus often ſeeing Death before our Eyes, 
in all its ghaſtly Shapes, we cannot, if it be 
not the Fault of our own Inſenſibility, but be 
the better accuſtomed, and made ſkilful to teach 
the whole, and the healthful, how to prepare 
to meet that King of Terrors. By theſe Spiri- 
tual Anatomies of the Dying, (if I may be al- 
lowed to uſe fo bold a Metaphor,) we cannot 
but be made more expert in diſcerning the in- 
ward Frames- and Conſtitutions of the Living, 

and - 
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and to apply the propereſt Remedies to the Diſ- 
eaſes of their Souls. 

ae „rene 
ſuch a faithful Spiritual Phyſician, that of re- 
lieving and refreſhing the Conſcience throughly 
ſearched and purged, and of comforting. and 
reſtoring the true Penitent, -What, I beſeech 
you, can be a more God-like Work among 
Men, than for us to be humbly ſerviceable in 
that, which GOD owns to be His Work, to 
be {killd in not breaking the bruiſed Reed, and 
not quenching-the Smoaking Flax? To be inſtru- 
mental in performing our Lord's own Office, 
under the Parable of the good Samaritan, in 
binding up the wounded Spirit, and pouring Wine, 
and Oyl into it? 

What can more adorn your Evangelical Mi- 
niſtry, than a ſoft, melting, compaſſionate, Fel- 
low-feeling, merciful Habit, and Diſpoſition 
of Mind, and, as the Scripture ſtyles it, tbe 
Ornament of a meek Spirit? Or, Where can 
ſuch a bleſſed Temper be more ſeaſonably prac- 
tiſed, or ſooner learn'd and increas'd, than in 
the Chambers of fick and dying Perſons ? 


Now, my dear Brethren, having all along 
inſiſted, that, for the furniſhing and inriching 
your Minds with Spiritual Knowledge, towards 
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the due performing theſe, and all other Offices 
of your Holy Profeſſion, you ſhould make the 
Holy Scriptures the principal Subjects, and in- 
deed the only final Center of all your Studies; 
that your Doctrine ſhould never ſwerve from 
that unerring Rule; your very Words, Lan- 
guage, and Style, ſhould every where taſte of, 
and overflow with thoſe living, and inexhauſti- 
ble Streams of Truth, and Godlineſs; it may 
be expected, that, for the Sake only of the 
younger Divines among you, I ſhould add a 
Word or two, touching the Manner and Me- 
thod, of your ſtudying theſe ſacred Writings. 
It is indeed a Buſineſs too large to be drawn 
within the narrow compaſs of the Conclufion 
of ſuch a Diſcourſe. But fince a true, at leaſt 
a competent Underſtanding of this Bleſſed Book, 
ought to be the Beginning, and End of all our 
Spiritual Studies; and becauſe I may ſpeak to 
ſome, whoſe Circumſtances in this World are 
not ſo plentiful, as to enable them to purchaſe 
large Libraries; yet their Induſtry is by no 
means to be diſcouraged, nor their Zeal, in pur- 
ſuing this Holy Skill, abated ; I will open to 
you my own ſimple Apprehenſion in this Mat- 
ter, with Submiſſion till to better Judgments. 
My Opinion is, That altho', without queſ- 
tion, all manner of Secular, or Eccleſiaſtical 
= Learn- 
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Learning, can never be more uſefully em- 
ploy d, than in this ſearch, and is all little 
enough for it, and too little to compleat it; 
yet, when all is done, the Scripture itſelf is 
the beſt Expoſitor, the beſt Commentator on 
itſelf. | 
It is apparent, that the whole New Teſfta- 
ment is ſo to the whole Old Teſtament ; that 
being the real Light of the others figurative 
Darkneſs, and Myſteries ; the very Conſum- 
mation of the others Prophecies, and Shadows 
of good Things to come. But I will alſo aver, 
that every Part, every Book, every Sentence 
almoſt, both of the Old and the New Teſta- 
ment, well- compared, and judiciouſly ſet one 
over againſt the other, in their right View, 
and Reflection, cannot but prove, by GOD's 
Bleſſing, an ineſtimable Explanation of each 
other: If a due and accurate Care, I ſay, be 
taken to interpret their difficult Texts, by 
others of their own, that are eaſier; and to 
collate their Words, Phraſes, and Senſe, that 
may ſeem dark, or doubtful in ſome Places, 
with the ſame, or like in other Places, where 
they are clearer and more intelligible. | 
I cannot forbear, as I go along, to declare 
my Meaning a little fuller in this Matter, by 
one ſpecial Inſtance, For, conſider, I pray; 
| how 
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how is it poſſible for any, the moſt learned, 


or ſagacious Student in Divinity, to conceive 
the true, and genuine Senſe of the Eloquent 


and Divine Epiſtle to the Hebrews, except he 
has been alſo throughly converſant in the 
Writings of Moſes ? Or where can there be 
found a clearer, a more Spiritual, and more 
iHuſtrious Commentary on the whole Ritual 
Part of the Pentateuch, than the Epiſtle to 
the Hebrews ? 

The like alſo may be proved of all other 
Portions of the Holy Book of GOD. And 
indeed to manifeſt, what mutual Brightneſs, 
and Splendor, the Scripture gives to and takes 
from itſelf, by comparing its ſeveral Parts, I 
need only urge the frequent Practice of our 
Saviour himſelf, and the inſpired Penmen of 
the Goſpel, in thus expounding the Old Law 
by the New, and the New by the Old. 

So that now I may with greater Freedom 
propound my humble Conceptions in this 
Matter; That where Multitudes of Fathers, 
Councils, Schoolmen, Hiſtories are wanting, 
(which are all very beneficial Helps, where 
they can be had,) but, where they cannot be 
come at, if a Clergyman ſhall reſort imme- 
diately to the Fountain itſelf, firſt, and al- 
ways imploring the Aſſiſtance of that Divine 
G 2 - Spirit, 
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Spirit, by which the Scriptures were written, 
and then, with a fincere Love of the Truth, 
and Reſolution to live according to it, with- 
out which GOD will neither hear our Pray- 
ers, nor bleſs our Endeavours ; and alfo with 
an humble Heart, a 'devout Mind, and un- 
quenchable Fervour of Spirit, and a right un- 
biaſs d judgment; join'd with a ſufficient Skill 
in the Original Languages, and in thoſe other 
Introductory Studies; which no Man in Holy 
Orders, if it be not the Biſhop's Fault, as 
well as his own, can poſſibly be altogether to 
ſeek in: And if withal he ſhall be aſſiſted 
with ſome of the ancient, and ſome few of 
the modern ſound, and Orthodox Commen- 
taries; he will, in all human Probability, by 
an inceſſant, daily, and nightly meditating | 
npon, and revolving in his Mind, the Divine 
Text itſelf, become, in time, tho' not per- 
haps, as Apolles is faid to have been, Elaguent, 
and Mighty in the Scriptures, yet a Workman © 
that needeth not to be aſhamed, rightly dividing 
the Word of Truth. 

The more to encourage your Studies in 
this Method, if you ſhall be neceſſitated to 
it, give me leave to preſent you with one Ex- 
ample of a great Divine, and Biſhop, in the 
Time of King Charles the Firſt, who was one 

of 
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of the moſt Eminent Confeſſors then, and 
ſurvived thoſe Calamities, to die in Peace and 
Tranquillity, ſeveral Years after the Return 
of King Charles the Second. 
In the common Perſecution, which then 
happened to the whole Epiſcopal Order, this 
Reverend Perſon was expoſed to a more than 
ordinary Degree of popular Malice, and Rage; 
fo that, without ever being once brought to 
his Tryal, he was cloſely impriſoned in the 
Tower, for almoſt twenty Years, and was not 
only diſpoil'd of his annual Revenue, and Per- 
fonal Eſtate, in the firſt Fury of the Civil 
Wars; but was alſo plunder'd of the Collec- 
tions of his former Labours, and a very con- 
fiderable Library. 
Wherefore, being thus laid up in Priſon, 
without any proſpect of Liberty, having alſo 
a numerous Family to maintain, ſo that he 
was not able, in any fort, to repair the Loſs 
of his Books, and Papers, he betook himſelf 
to this courſe of Study. Well-knowing, that 
he could have no faithfuller Companion for 
his Solitude, nor ſurer Conſolation in his Af- 
flictions, than the Holy Scriptures, he applied 
himſelf to them immediately, with little other 
help, but what he had within himſelf, and 
the beſt Prints of the Originals in the Learned 


Tongues, 


——— — 
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great Maſter. 

Thus however he firmly, and vigoroully 
proceeded fo far in the fingle Study of the 
he had compoſed a great Maſs of Annotations 
on divers Parts of the Bible. What is be- 
come of them, I know not. If they are ei- 


ther imbezzel'd, or ſuppreſs'd, no doubt, it is 


to the great Damage of the Church; ſince 
the Native Thoughts of a Great Man are ge- 
nerally, at leaſt, as good as the moſt Artifi- 
cial. 

Perhaps you will fay, he might be able to 
do all this by the Strength of his Memory, 
and the Variety of Learning he had laid up 
in it before-hand : And I make no doubt but 
thoſe were an exceeding great Aſſiſtance to 
him. x 


But what was very remarkable, and for 


which I am bold to produce him as an In- 
ſtance worthy your Imitation in this Parti- 


cular, I know, he was often heard to profeſs 
ſolemnly, that in all his former Studies, and 
various Reading, and Obſervations, he had 
never met with a more uſeful Guide, or a 
ſurer Is - to direct his Paths in the 


dark 


* 
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dark Places of the /ively Oracles, to give In- + 
formation to his Underſtanding in the obſcure 
Paſſages, or Satisfaction to his Conſcience in 
the experimental Truths of them, than when 
he was thus driven by Neceſſity, to the affi- 
duous Contemplation of the Scripture alone, 
and to weigh it by itſelf, as ĩt were, in the 
Ballance of the Sanctuary. 

Had I not been already fo tedious, there 5 
is one Particular behind, on which I ought 4 
moſt juſtly to have expatiated, which now I | 
can only name; and it is that touching the 
Manner of your Converſation ; that it be ſuch, 

as may render you Yeſels, not only ſanctified, 
but mere for your Maſter's Up, and, is St. Fan 
- alſo adds, Yeffels of Honour. 

I would therefore recommend, to Men of 
your Character, not only the Innocency, and 
Sincerity, but (as much as human Frailties 
will allow,) the Comelineſs, and the Amia- 
bleneſs of every Word, and Action of your 
Lives: That you eſpecially would not only 
ſtrive to follow whatſoever Things are true, or 
honeſt, or juſt, but moreover whatſoever Things 
are pure and lovely, and of good Report; that 
you would think on theſe Things, not only if 


there be any Virtue, but if there be any Praiſe 
f Virtue, 


From 
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From you, my Brethren, it may well be 
expected, that your Behaviour ſhould not only 
be unblameable, but, if I may be permitted 
ſo to ſay, ſomething more than ſtrictiy un- 
blameable, and that not only to thoſe within, 
but alſo towards them who as yet are with- 
out; that you ſhould not only keep your 
Minds clean, your Hands unpolluted, your 
Tongues well-govern'd, your whole Courſe 
of Life ſpotleſs, and upright, and your Con- 
ſciences undefiled, but alſo your Conſciences 
void of Offence, and that towards Men, as 
well as toward GOD : That you may be not 
only exemplary in your Families, in your 
Pariſhes, in the Neighbouring Country, in the 
whole Church of G OD, to the Gentry, to 
the Laity, to your Brethren of the Clergy, to 
the Commonalty of our Communion, for your 
Juſtice, Modeſty, Sobriety, Prudence, Quiet- 
neſs, and Obedience to Superiors; but that 
you would exerciſe, and extend all theſe Vir- 
tues, and alſo your Humility, Long-ſuffering, 
good Will, good Wiſhes, Condeſcenſion, and 
Affability, even beyond the Church itſelf, to 
the very Enemies of it: That towards all 
Men you would ſweeten the Gravity of your 
Behaviour, and ſoften the Strictneſs of your 
Converſation, with the Gentleneſs, and Sua- 


- vity 
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vity of your Manners : That you would take 
ſpecial Care, as never to be obſtinately in the 
wrong, ſo, when you are ſure you are in the 
right, even then never to be too rigidly; au- 
ſterely, or moroſely in the right: That by all 
reaſonable Reſpects, mild and winning Con- 
verſe, and not only by a ready Return, but 
by a chearful Prevention of all Chriſtian good 
Offices; and even by making your very Op- 
poſitions, and Contentions with thoſe, that 
differ from you, if you ſhall happen to be 
forced to any, as humane and friendly, and 
eafie to be treated, as poſſible; by all this you 
may do your part 0 put to filence the na- 
rance of fooliſh and unreaſonable Men. Who 
knows but you may convert, and gain ſome 
of them? Who knows, but by your thus 
following not only Righteouſneſs and Faith, 
but Peace and Charity; by your being not 
only apt to teach, but gentle to all Men, and 
patient, in Meekneſs inſtructing thoſe that op- 
poſe themſelves ; who knows, if by theſe Means 
GOD peradventure will give the fierceſt Ad- 
verſarĩes of our Church Repentance to the ac- 
knowledging of the Truth ? Moſt certainly by 
theſe Means, or by no 2 in all human 
Probability. 


H I can- 
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I cannot now enlarge, as I Would, on this 
moſt neceſſary and ſeaſonable Argument. But 
unqueſtionably by thus keeping yourſelves free 
from haughty Cenſoriouſneſs, and untractable 
Peeviſhneſs, and ſullen Darkneſs of Life, and 
Manners : And by excelling in the contrary 
Virtues, you will, in the beſt way, teach and 
convince all that diſſent 83 how un- 
worthy ſuch a Phariſaical Garb, and Diſpoſi- 
tion is of the true Chriſtian Liberty, or Be- 


verity. 


In ſhort, by ſuch a grave, ſedate, decent, 
charitable Courſe, and Colour of your whole 
Lives, you will do yourſelves, and eſpecially 
the Church of England moſt Right. For our 
Church itſelf, wherever ſhe is ſet in a true 
Light, cannot but be found to be moſt of this 
ſweet, meek, and truly pacific Temper, of | 
any Church in the Chriſtian World. 

I conclude therefore, whoever among her 
Sons, and Members, much more among her 
Teachers, and Fathers, as you, and we are, 
ſhall not do their utmoſt, to attain to this 
gentle, obliging, charming Manner of Con- 
verſation, which our Church preſcribes to- 
wards all Men, Adverſaries as well as Friends, 
I muſt repeat what our Bleſſed Saviour ſaid to 

his 
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ns Diſciples, on the like Occaſion, they know 
not what Spirit they are of. a 
There is one or two ſhort Requ more 

L am to make you, which chiefly 4 me, 
as your unworthy Biſhop; and then I ſhall 

give caſe to your Patience. 

One is to intreat, that you would be ex- 
ceeding watchful, and indeed religiouſly ſcru- 
pulous, for whom you give Certificates and 
Teſtimonials. For what ſome of you, per- 
haps out of good Nature, or good Neigh- 
bourhood, or an Eaſineſs, and not being able 
to refiſt Importunity, may at firſt think to 
be only a Matter of Form, is not ſo to me. 
I have ſcarce any other way poſſible of being 
rightly informed, from without, of the good 


Lives, or ſufficient Endowments of the Per- 


ſons, but only by yours, and the like Teſti- 
monies. The Law of the Land appoints that 
Method to me, and almoſt confines me to it. 
Whereas, if you make this to be only a Bu- 
finefs of private Favour, or Partiality, not of 
public Judgment, and Conſcience, I may 
chance to be led into very miſchievous, and 
ſometimes irreparable Miſtakes ; only by that, 
which you may eſteem but as a piece of Baſh- 
fulneſs, and good Breeding : I may be induced 
to lay Hands on the ignorant, and unworthy, 

H 2 meerly 
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meerly by the Authority of your Names, the 
ſubſcribing of which you might think to be 
only an Office of common Humanity. and 
Modeſty, 


My next and laſt Requeſt to you, at this 
time, ſhall concern your Curates. This it may 
ſuffice only to intimate to you. I know, I 
need not ſpend many Words on it in this Aſ- 
ſembly ; becauſe there is but a very ſmall in- 
confiderable Number of Pluraliſts in my Dio- 
ceſe. I am perſuaded, they will be found up- 
on Inquiry the feweſt of any in England. 

I cannot but ſay, I could be very well con- 
tent there were more: Eſpecially if all, fo 
qualified, would be rigorouſly true to the 
Church, in their Choice of Subſtitutes, where 
they cannot always reſide themſelves. 
For, as I will frankly own, I never yet heard 
an invincible Objection, againſt the prudent 
Allowance, and moderate Uſe of Pluralities ; 
| but only ſome plauſible popular ones againſt 
the Abuſe of them; which we are as much 
offended with as any others can be: 80, I 
verily believe, were this Legal Indulgence to 
the Clergy fo carefully obſerved every where, 
as, among divers other- good Ends of it, to 
furniſh us with 2 Race of painful, learned, 

Godly 
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Godly Curates; who, by this way of Proba 
tion, may make, and ſhew themſelves worthy 
to be promoted to a higher Charge ; there Plu- 
ralities would be ſo far from being a Scandal, 
or Prejudice, that they would conduce to the 
Strength, and Defence, as well as they do to 
the Eaſe, and Ornament of the Church of Eng- 
land. 

The great Obligation then I am to lay upon 
you; you, I mean, whom it does at preſent 
concern, is this, That you would be very un- 
moveably faithful to me, to yourſelves, and to 
the whole Church of GOD, in the Perſons, 
whom, on juſt Occaſions, you ſhall offer to me 
to be your Curates. 

I do not only intend, that you ſhould never 
Own, or Patronize any, as your Curates, who 
really are not ſo, that, under that Colour, by 
falſe Titles, they may flip into Holy Orders. 
But I ſpeak of ſuch Inſtances where you really 
have need of, and the Law allows you to have 
Curates. In ſuch Caſes, it is my earneſt In- 
treaty, that you would not only keep all the 
Legal Times of your own Refidence, and Hoſ- 
pitality ; and not only afford your Curates a li- 
beral Maintenance in your Abſence ; Liberal, I 
mean, not only for their own Livelihood, but 
for their 2 ſome kind of Hoſpitality 
too, 
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top, to the Poor at leaſt: But that you, you 
eſpecially, who are of greater Age, and Expe- 
rience, would watch over your Curates as your 
Fellow-Labourers, your Friends, your Proba- 
tioners; for whoſe Improvement, in Divine 
Learning, Godly Converſation, and Abilities of 
Teaching, you or I, muſt be anſwerable to the 
Great Shepherd of our Souls. | 
But it is high time to diſmiſs you. I beſeech 
Almighty GOD to aſſiſt; and proſper all your 
Labours, to His Glory, and your own Com- 
fort in the Great Day of Account. Towards 
the obtaining which Bleſſed Ends, you can ne- 
ver think of any better, or indeed of any other 
Means, than by living up, in your private Con- 
verſation, to the Religion you profeſs, and teach 
others; and, in your public Office, by defend- 
nnn eams/ 
Law in this Kingdom. 
A Religion, and a Church, that well deſerves 
all this at your bands; being in its Faith moſt 


Diſcipline moſt Moderate; in its Charity moſt 
Diffuſive; in its Devotions moſt Spiritual as to 
the Subſtance ; moſt decent as to the Circum- 
ſtances. In few Words, in its Intereſts it is in- 
violably united with the Laws and Rights, with 
the Well-Being, I had almoſt faid with the Be- 


ing, 


Primitive, in its Orders moſt Apoſtolical; in its 
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ing, of the Engliſh Nation and Government : 
In its Principles, it is irreconcilable with the 
+ » Intereſts of Popery, and the only impregnable - 

Defence againſt its Return into this Land: 
Which, it is much to be lamented, that the 
Diſſenters will not ſee, and are therefore Diſ- 

ſenters, ſince it is evident, the Papiſts themſelves 
have always ſeen it but too well. 

What then remains? but that as Chriſtians, 
as Engliſhmen, as Churchmen, we ſhould all 
- make it our principal, our only great Concern, 
and pray to GOD the Father of Mercies, that 1 
all others of our Character, throughout the 
Nation, would make it theirs; to repreſent to 
the World the true Excellencies of ſuch a Re- 
ligion, and ſuch a Church, by our Doctrine 

and Example, with Induſtry, and Vigilance, 

with Stedfaſtneſs, and Courage, in Meekneſs of 

Wiſdom, and with Zeal according to Knowledge. 
And if we ſhall all, in this Manner, devote 
ourſelves to this Work, we may then be aſſured, 
that the ſame Promiſe, which our Lord Chriſt, 
in ſome of his laſt Words on Earth, made to 

his whole Church, will be eminently made good 

to this, the pureſt part of it in theſe latter Ages 

of "ible Ze himſelf will — | 4 

with it even unto the End of the Werld. Amen. 
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